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Striatal disordersCannabidiol (CBD) is a non-psychotomimetic compound from Cannabis sativa plant that produces antipsychotic
effects in rodents and humans. It also reverses L-dopa-induced psychotic symptoms and improves motor func-
tion in Parkinson's patients. This latter effect raised the possibility that CBD could have beneﬁcial effects on
motor related striatal disorders. To investigate this possibility we evaluated if CBD would prevent catalepsy in-
duced by drugs with distinct pharmacological mechanisms. The catalepsy test is largely used to investigate im-
pairments of motor function caused by interference on striatal function. Male Swiss mice received acute
pretreatment with CBD (5, 15, 30 or 60 mg/kg, ip) 30 min prior to the D2 receptor antagonist haloperidol
(0.6 mg/kg), the non-selective nitric oxide synthase (NOS) inhibitor L-nitro-N-arginine (L-NOARG, 80 mg/kg)
or the CB1 receptor agonist WIN55,212-2 (5 mg/kg). The mice were tested 1, 2 or 4 h after haloperidol,
L-NOARG orWIN55,212-2 injection. These drugs signiﬁcantly increased catalepsy time and this effect was atten-
uated dose-dependently by CBD. CBD, by itself, did not induce catalepsy. In a second set of experiments the
mechanism of CBD effects was investigated. Thirty minutes before CBD (30 mg/kg) the animals received the
5-HT1A receptor antagonist WAY100635 (0.1 mg/kg). The anticataleptic effect of CBD was prevented by
WAY100635. These ﬁndings indicate that CBD can attenuate catalepsy caused by different mechanisms (D2
blockade, NOS inhibition and CB1 agonism) via 5-HT1A receptor activation, suggesting that it could be useful in
the treatment of striatal disorders.
© 2013 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.1. Introduction
While Δ9-tetrahydrocannabinol (Δ9-THC) is the main active
compound from Cannabis sativa plant, cannabidiol (CBD) is another
cannabinoid generally found in relatively high concentrations in this
plant that was initially proposed as devoid of psychopharmacological
activity (Mechoulam, 1970). Δ9-THC produces a combination of four
typical behavioral changes (the tetrad) that include antinociception,
hypolocomotion, hypothermia and catalepsy (Compton et al., 1992).
These effects are blocked by cannabinoid CB1 receptor antagonism
(McMahon and Koek, 2007), indicating that they are mediated by
these receptors. CBD, however, does not share this typical cannabinoid-N-arginine; NO, nitric oxide;
binol.
y, School ofMedicine of Ribeirão
irão Preto, SP, 14049-900, Brazil.
rights reserved.behavioral proﬁle. On the contrary, it attenuates the psychotomimetic
effects of high doses of Δ9-THC (Zuardi et al., 1982), suggesting an anti-
psychotic activity.
Clinical trials and preclinical studies have conﬁrmed that CBD can in-
duce antipsychotic-like effects (for review see Campos et al., 2012;
Zuardi et al., 2006). In humans, for example, CBD reduced psychotic
symptoms induced by L-dopa in Parkinson's disease patients (Zuardi
et al., 2009). Results from this study indicated that CBD could also im-
prove motor function. This latter effect raised the possibility that CBD
could have beneﬁcial effects on motor related striatal disorders. Thus,
the aim of the present study was to further investigate this possibility
in mice submitted to the catalepsy test. The induction of catalepsy, de-
ﬁned as a failure to correct an externally imposed posture, is widely
used to investigate impairments of motor function in rodents caused
by interference on striatal function (Hauber, 1998; Sanberg et al.,
1988). Thus, we investigated if CBD could prevent catalepsy induced
by drugs with distinct pharmacological mechanisms that include
dopamine receptor blockade, nitric oxide synthase (NOS) inhibition
and CB1 receptor agonism. Since several pieces of evidence indicate
that some CBD behavioral effects depend on facilitation of 5-HT1A
Fig. 1. Effects of CBD (5, 15, 30 and 60 mg/kg) or vehicle (VEH) on catalepsy induced
by haloperidol (HAL, 0.6 mg/kg; n = 5–10/group). Data expressed as mean ± SEM
of catalepsy time. * P b 0.05 from VEH + VEH group and # P b 0.05 from VEH + HAL,
Bonferroni test.
Fig. 2. Effects of CBD (5, 15, 30 and 60 mg/kg) or vehicle (VEH) on catalepsy induced
by L-NOARG (80 mg/kg; n = 5–7/group). Data expressed as mean ± SEM of catalepsy
time. * P b 0.05 from VEH + VEH and # P b 0.05 from VEH + L-NOARG group,
Bonferroni test.
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2012; Russo et al., 2005), we also tested whether the possible
anticataleptic effect of CBD would be mediated by these receptors.
2. Material and methods
2.1. Animals
The experiments were performed using male Swiss mice weighting
25–35 g. The animals were housed in groups of 6 mice/cage under 12 h
light cycle (lights on at 7 am)with free access to food andwater. Proce-
dures were conducted in conformity with the Brazilian Society of
Neuroscience and Behavior guidelines for the care and use of laboratory
animals, which are in compliance with international laws and policies
and were approved by the local Ethical Committee (protocol number:
056/2012). Each animal was used twice with a week period between
the tests and a multiple-treatment counterbalanced design was used.
2.2. Drugs
The following drugs were used: cannabidiol (CBD; THC Pharm, Ger-
many), WIN55,212-2 (a CB1 receptor agonist, Tocris, USA), haloperidol
(a dopamine receptor antagonist, Haldol®, Janssen-Cilag Farmacêutica
Ltda., Brazil), L-nitro-N-arginine (L-NOARG; a non-selective NOS inhib-
itor, Sigma-Aldrich, USA), andWAY100635 maleate (a 5-HT1A receptor
antagonist; Sigma-Aldrich, USA). CBD andWIN55,212-2were diluted in
2% Tween 80 in sterile saline (vehicle), while haloperidol, L-NOARG and
WAY100635 were diluted in sterile saline. The drugs were injected in-
traperitoneally (ip) in a 10 mL/kg volume.
2.3. Catalepsy test
Catalepsy was evaluated by placing the animal with both forelegs
over a horizontal glass bar (diameter = 0.5 cm) elevated 4.5 cm from
the ﬂoor. The time (s) duringwhich themousemaintained this position
was recorded up to 300 s (Del Bel et al., 2002; Nucci-da-Silva et al.,
1999). Catalepsy was considered ﬁnished when at least one forepaw
touched the ﬂoor or when the mouse climbed upon the bar.
2.4. Experimental design
Catalepsy was induced by ip administration of haloperidol
(0.6 mg/kg). Thirty minutes before haloperidol administration the ani-
mals received CBD (5, 15, 30 and 60 mg/kg; experiment 1). In another
set of experiments, catalepsy was induced by L-NOARG (80 mg/kg; ex-
periment 2) orWIN55,212-2 (5 mg/kg; experiment 3) and the animals
were pretreated, 30 min before, with CBD (5, 15, 30 and 60 mg/kg). The
mice were tested 1, 2 and 4 h after haloperidol, L-NOARG or
WIN55,212-2 injection.
After that, to investigate the possible mechanism of action of CBD,
mice were divided into groups receiving a ﬁrst ip injection of the
5-HT1A receptor antagonistWAY100635 (0.1 mg/kg) or saline followed,
30 min later, by an injection of CBD (30 mg/kg) or vehicle. Thirty
minutes later, the animals received haloperidol, L-NOARG or WIN55,
212-2 injection and the time of catalepsy was measured 2 h after
(experiment 4). The latter interval was chosen based on results
from experiments 1 to 3, reﬂecting the time CBD was able to attenu-
ate catalepsy induced by haloperidol, L-NOARG or WIN55,212-2. The
intervals between drug injections and testing were based on CBD
pharmacokinetics (Deiana et al., 2012) and previous studies that have
investigated the behavioral effects of this compound (Casarotto et al.,
2010; Zanelati et al., 2010). The doses of the drugs employed were
also based on previous results from the literature (Del Bel et al., 2002;
Moreira and Guimaraes, 2005; Pava et al., 2012; Zanelati et al., 2010).2.5. Statistical analysis
Experiments 1, 2 and 3 were analyzed by two-way ANOVA, with
treatment as the main independent factor, and time as a repeated mea-
surement. An one-way ANOVA was used to analyze experiment 4.
Post-hoc analysis were performed using the Bonferroni test. P b 0.05
was considered signiﬁcant.
3. Results
3.1. Experiment 1: CBD effects on haloperidol-induced catalepsy
There were signiﬁcant effects of time (F2,82 = 16.95, P b 0.001),
treatment (F6,82 = 11.44, P b 0.001) and time X treatment (F12,82 =
1.97, P b 0.05). Haloperidol induced catalepsy throughout the experi-
ment (Bonferroni post-hoc, P b 0.05 from VEH + VEH group; Fig. 1).
CBD (30 and 60 mg/kg) attenuated the cataleptic effect of haloperidol
2 h after injection (Bonferroni test, P b 0.001 from VEH + HAL group),
but not 1 and 4 h (Bonferroni test, P > 0.05 from VEH + HAL group).
Moreover, as it was expected, CBD by itself did not induce catalepsy
(Bonferroni test, P > 0.05 from VEH + VEH group; Fig. 1).
3.2. Experiment 2: CBD effects on L-NOARG-induced catalepsy
There was a signiﬁcant effect of treatment (F6,68 = 6.43, P b 0.001),
but no time (F2,68 = 1.21, P > 0.05) and time X treatment effects
(F12,68 = 0.71, P > 0.05). L-NOARG induced catalepsy throughout the
experiment (Bonferroni test, P b 0.001 from VEH + VEH group; Fig. 2).
CBD (30 and 60 mg/kg) attenuated the cataleptic effect of L-NOARG 1,
2 and 4 h after injection (Bonferroni test, P b 0.01 from VEH +
L-NOARG group), while CBD, at the dose of 15 mg/kg, attenuated the
Fig. 3. Effects of CBD (5, 15, 30 and 60 mg/kg) or vehicle (VEH) on catalepsy induced
by WIN55,212-2 (WIN, 5 mg/kg; n = 5–7/group). Data expressed as mean ± SEM of
catalepsy time. * P b 0.05 from VEH + VEH and # P b 0.05 from VEH + WIN group,
Bonferroni test.
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P > 0.05 from VEH + L-NOARG group, Fig. 2).3.3. Experiment 3: CBD effects on WIN55,212-2-induced catalepsy
There were signiﬁcant effects of time (F2,68 = 16.24, P b 0.001),
treatment (F6,68 = 10.01, P b 0.001) and time X treatment (F12,68 =
5.82, P b 0.001). WIN55,212-2 induced catalepsy 1 and 2 h after injec-
tion (Bonferroni test, P b 0.001 from VEH + VEH group; Fig. 3), an ef-
fect attenuated by pretreatment with CBD (15, 30 and 60 mg/kg;
Bonferroni test, P b 0.01 from VEH + WIN55,212-2 group; Fig. 3).3.4. Experiment 4: effects of pretreatment with WAY100635, a 5-HT1A
receptor antagonist, on the anticataleptic effects of CBD
Conﬁrming results from experiments 1 to 3, CBD (30 mg/kg) atten-
uated the catalepsy induced by haloperidol (F5,55 = 17.80, P b 0.001;
Bonferroni test, P b 0.01 from VEH + VEH + HAL group), L-NOARG
(F5,38 = 5.90, P b 0.01; Bonferroni test, P b 0.05 from VEH + VEH +
L-NOARG group) and WIN55,212-2 (F5,50 = 11.69, P b 0.001;
Bonferroni test, P b 0.001 from VEH + VEH + WIN55,212-2 group).
Moreover, pretreatment with WAY100635 was able to antagonize
CBD effects on catalepsy induced by those three drugs (Bonferroni
test, P > 0.05). WAY100635 by itself did not induce catalepsy
(Bonferroni test, P > 0.05). The ability of the 5-HT1A receptor antago-
nist WAY100635 to block CBD effects on drug-induced catalepsy is
shown in Fig. 4.Fig. 4. Effects of pretreatment with saline (VEH) or WAY100635 (WAY, 0.1 mg/kg) followed
haloperidol (A, HAL, 0.6 mg/kg; n = 6–12/group), L-NOARG (B, 80 mg/kg; n = 5–8/group)
after these drugs. Data expressed as mean ± SEM of catalepsy time. * P b 0.05 from WA
(B) VEH + VEH + L-NOARG or (C) VEH + VEH + WIN; Bonferroni test.4. Discussion
The present study shows that CBD attenuates the catalepsy induced
by drugs with three distinct pharmacological mechanisms: D2 receptor
antagonist haloperidol, non-selective NOS inhibition (L-NOARG) and
the CB1 receptor agonism (WIN55,212-2). By itself, CBD did not induce
catalepsy. This latter result agrees with the ﬁndings of Zuardi et al.
showing that CBD, even at doses as high as 480 mg/kg, does not induce
catalepsy in rats (Zuardi et al., 1991). In addition, a double-blind con-
trolled clinical trial with 42 acute schizophrenic and schizophreniform
psychosis patients comparing the effects of CBD with those of
amisulpride, an atypical antipsychotic, showed that both treatments
were equally effective in reducing acute psychotic symptoms after
two and four weeks of treatment but CBD caused a much lower inci-
dence of extrapyramidal symptoms, weight gain and increases in pro-
lactin (Leweke et al., 2012). CBD also reduced psychotic symptoms
induced by L-dopa in patients with Parkinson's disease without
impairing motor function (Zuardi et al., 2009).
Since CBD attenuated catalepsy induced by drugs with different
pharmacological mechanisms, a possible stimulatory effect of the
drug would be suggested. However, there are several studies indicat-
ing that CBD does not change the locomotor activity (Casarotto et al.,
2010; Hayakawa et al., 2008; Moreira and Guimaraes, 2005; Zanelati
et al., 2010). Also, although it is not possible to discard the involve-
ment of pharmacokinetic interactions as a possible explanation for
the present results, this seems unlikely. CBD can actually inhibit
CYP450 enzymes, what would potentiate, rather than inhibit, drug ef-
fects (Klein et al., 2011).
CBD can produce its effects through several pharmacological mech-
anisms (Izzo et al., 2009) such as facilitation of endocannabinoid signal-
ing through their ability to inhibit the cellular reuptake and hydrolysis
of endocannabinoid anandamide (Bisogno et al., 2001) and enhance-
ment of adenosine signaling through inhibition of its uptake (Carrier
et al., 2006). In 2005, Russo and colleagues reported that CBD can also
displace the 5-HT1A receptor agonist [3H]8-OH-DPAT from cloned
human 5-HT1A receptors expressed in Chinese hamster ovary cultured
cells and act as an agonist at these receptors (Russo et al., 2005). In ad-
dition, 5-HT1A receptor antagonists were able to prevent several behav-
ioral effects of CBD, including antidepressive (Zanelati et al., 2010),
anti-nausea (Rock et al., 2012) and anxiolytic-like (Campos and
Guimaraes, 2008; Gomes et al., 2011). The present results indicate
that its anticataleptic effects also depend on 5-HT1A receptors, although
the exactmechanismbywhich CBD facilitates this neurotransmission is
still unclear (Rock et al., 2012).
5-HT1A-mediated neurotransmission had already been involved in
catalepsy induced by D2 receptor antagonists. For example, 5-HT1Aby a second injection of vehicle (VEH) or CBD (30 mg/kg) on the catalepsy induced by
or WIN55,212-2 (C, WIN, 5 mg/kg; n = 6–10/group). The catalepsy was measured 2 h
Y + VEH + VEH and WAY + CBD + VEH; # P b 0.05 from (A) VEH + VEH + HAL,
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risperidone (Hicks, 1990; Invernizzi et al., 1988; Neal-Beliveau et al.,
1993; Prinssen et al., 2002). Also, the anticataleptic effect of 8-OH-
DPAT is antagonized by the selective 5-HT1A receptor antagonist
WAY100635 (Bartoszyk et al., 1996). Moreover, WAY100635 en-
hances haloperidol-induced catalepsy (Prinssen et al., 2002).
Several studies have shown that NOS inhibitors induce catalepsy
(Del Bel et al., 1998, 2002; Marras et al., 1995), an effect centrally medi-
ated once it is also observed after intraventricular or intrastriatal admin-
istration of these drugs (Del Bel et al., 2004; Echeverry et al., 2007). The
mechanisms of this effect are not known, but they suggest that nitric
oxide (NO) plays an important modulatory role in the basal ganglia.
NOS positive cells are found in the striatum (Vincent and Kimura,
1992) and antagonism of NO formation decreases dopamine release in
this structure (Sandor et al., 1995). Similar to haloperidol-induced cata-
lepsy, 5-HT1A receptor antagonism facilitates the cataleptogenic effect
of L-NOARG (Nucci-da-Silva et al., 1999). Our results corroborate this
ﬁnding, indicating that 5-HT1A-mediated neurotransmission is also in-
volved in catalepsy produced by NOS inhibition.
Concerning the CBD effects on WIN55,212-2-induced catalepsy, a
number of studies suggest that CBD can inﬂuence the pharmacological
activity of CB1 receptor agonists (Thomas et al., 2007; Zuardi et al.,
1981, 1982). For example, CBD attenuates the psychotomimetic and
anxiogenic effects of high doses of Δ9-THC in humans (Karniol et al.,
1974; Zuardi et al., 1982) even if it potentiates some positive effects of
Δ9-THC, such as antinociceptive (Varvel et al., 2006). Few studies, how-
ever, have investigated the effects of CBD onΔ9-THC-induced catalepsy,
and the results are contradictory. The cataleptic effects of Δ9-THC were
reversed CBD in two studies (Formukong et al., 1988; Karniol and
Carlini, 1973) and potentiated in another one (Fernandes et al., 1974),
while still other studies found that much higher doses of CBD failed to
have any effect (Hayakawa et al., 2008; Jones and Pertwee, 1972;
Varvel et al., 2006). Recently, it was observed that an extract of cannabis
(containing Δ9-THC, CBD and other phytocannabinoids) reduced the
catalepsy induced by haloperidol in mice (Abdel-Salam et al., 2012).
Since Δ9-THC can induce catalepsy by itself and, in addition, potentiate
the motor impairment caused by haloperidol (Marchese et al., 2003), it
is possible that the anti-cataleptic effect of this cannabis extract is due to
the presence of CBD.
The catalepsy induced by the CB1 receptor agonist WIN55,212-2 is
consistent with the abundant expression of CB1 receptors in motor-
related brain structures such as the basal ganglia (Herkenham et al.,
1990). Similar to the present results with WIN55,212-2, other studies
show that the behavioral changes triggered by CB1 receptor agonists
such as Δ9-THC, HU-210 and CP55,940 were maximal from 1 to 2 h
after a single intraperitoneal injection and were not longer detected
after 4 h (Martin-Calderon et al., 1998; Mauler et al., 2002; McMahon
and Koek, 2007).
It has been suggested that the catalepsy induced by CB1 receptor
agonist is mediated by a decrease in 5-HT neurotransmission in the
nucleus accumbens due to the action of glutamate-containing neu-
rons (Sano et al., 2008). Therefore, the activation of 5-HT1A receptors
in this structure could explain the anti-cataleptic effect of CBD against
CB1 receptor agonists. Corroborating this possibility, this effect was
also prevented by the 5-HT1A receptor antagonist WAY100635. Fur-
thermore, similar to CBD, the 5-HT1A/7 receptor agonist 8-OH-DPAT
and the 5-HT1A receptor partial agonist buspirone inhibit the
Δ9-THC-induced catalepsy, an effect blocked by a 5-HT1A receptor an-
tagonist (Egashira et al., 2006).
The mechanisms responsible for the 5-HT1A agonist-induced
anticataleptic activity are not yet clear. 5-HT1A autoreceptors or
heteroreceptors can inﬂuence several neurotransmitters that contrib-
ute to the activity of the extrapyramidal system. For example, activation
of 5-HT1A autoreceptors in the dorsal raphe attenuates haloperidol-
induced catalepsy (Invernizzi et al., 1988). Indeed, Kapur and
Remington (1996) proposed that serotonergic projections from thedorsal raphe inhibit dopaminergic nigrostriatal neuronal function in
the midbrain and striatum. Agreeing with this proposition, in the mid-
brain the ﬁring of dopaminergic cells projecting from the substantia
nigra is inhibited by serotonin (Kapur and Remington, 1996). Thus,
activation of the 5-HT1A receptors, an inhibitory G-protein linked recep-
tor, could disinhibit dopaminergic transmission in the nigrostriatal
pathway by reducing serotonergic transmission through raphe
autoreceptor activation. Interestingly, intracerebroventricular adminis-
tration of CBD enhanced extracellular levels of dopamine in the nucleus
accumbens (Murillo-Rodríguez et al., 2006), although there is no study
evaluating its effects on dopamine levels in the dorsal striatum.
In addition to interfere with catalepsy, studies using animal models
of Parkinson's disease CBD could also provide neuroprotection against
the progressive degeneration of nigrostriatal dopaminergic neurons
(Garcia-Arencibia et al., 2007; Lastres-Becker et al., 2005). Taken to-
gether, these results indicate that CBD could be useful in the symptom-
atic treatment of motor impairments observed in Parkinson's patients.
Clinical data regarding this possibility, however, is limited and the re-
sults are contradictory. In the aforementioned work by Zuardi et al.
(2009) CBD induced an apparent improvement of motor function in
these patients (Zuardi et al., 2009). Also, a preliminary open pilot
study showed that treatment with CBD for 6 weeks improved motor
symptoms in all 5 patients with dystonic movement disorders. How-
ever, in 2 patients with coexisting Parkinsonian features, CBD exacer-
bated the hypokinesia and resting tremor (Consroe et al., 1986).
Further clinical studies, with larger samples and more doses of CBD
are clearly needed to evaluate possible therapeutic properties of CBD
in Parkinson's disease.
In summary, we have shown that CBD attenuates catalepsy in-
duced by drugs with different mechanisms through facilitation of
5-HT1A receptor-mediated neurotransmission, suggesting that it
could be useful in the treatment of striatal disorders.
Acknowledgments
The authors thank José Carlos de Aguiar and Celia A. da Silva for
the technical assistance. Felipe V. Gomes has a FAPESP fellowships
(2010/17343-0). Research was supported by grants from FAPESP
and CNPq.
References
Abdel-Salam OME, El-Shamarka ME, Salem NA, Gaafar AEM. Effects of Cannabis sativa
extract on haloperidol-induced catalepsy and oxidative stress in the mice. EXCLI J
2012;11:45–58.
Bartoszyk GD, Roos C, Ziegler H. 5-HT1A receptors are not involved in clozapine's lack
of cataleptogenic potential. Neuropharmacology 1996;35:1645–6.
Bisogno T, Hanus L, De Petrocellis L, Tchilibon S, Ponde DE, Brandi I, et al. Molecular tar-
gets for cannabidiol and its synthetic analogues: effect on vanilloid VR1 receptors and
on the cellular uptake and enzymatic hydrolysis of anandamide. Br J Pharmacol
2001;134:845–52.
Campos AC, Guimaraes FS. Involvement of 5HT1A receptors in the anxiolytic-like
effects of cannabidiol injected into the dorsolateral periaqueductal gray of rats.
Psychopharmacology (Berl) 2008;199:223–30.
Campos AC, Moreira FA, Gomes FV, Del Bel EA, Guimaraes FS. Multiple mechanisms in-
volved in the large-spectrum therapeutic potential of cannabidiol in psychiatric
disorders. Philos Trans R Soc Lond B Biol Sci 2012;367:3364–78.
Carrier EJ, Auchampach JA, Hillard CJ. Inhibition of an equilibrative nucleoside trans-
porter by cannabidiol: a mechanism of cannabinoid immunosuppression. Proc
Natl Acad Sci U S A 2006;103:7895–900.
Casarotto PC, Gomes FV, Resstel LB, Guimaraes FS. Cannabidiol inhibitory effect on
marble-burying behaviour: involvement of CB1 receptors. Behav Pharmacol
2010;21:353–8.
Compton DR, Johnson MR, Melvin LS, Martin BR. Pharmacological proﬁle of a series of
bicyclic cannabinoid analogs: classiﬁcation as cannabimimetic agents. J Pharmacol
Exp Ther 1992;260:201–9.
Consroe P, Sandyk R, Snider SR. Open label evaluation of cannabidiol in dystonic move-
ment disorders. Int J Neurosci 1986;30:277–82.
Deiana S, Watanabe A, Yamasaki Y, Amada N, Arthur M, Fleming S, et al. Plasma and
brain pharmacokinetic proﬁle of cannabidiol (CBD), cannabidivarine (CBDV),
Δ9-tetrahydrocannabivarin (THCV) and cannabigerol (CBG) in rats and mice fol-
lowing oral and intraperitoneal administration and CBD action on obsessive–com-
pulsive behaviour. Psychopharmacology (Berl) 2012;219:859–73.
47F.V. Gomes et al. / Progress in Neuro-Psychopharmacology & Biological Psychiatry 46 (2013) 43–47Del Bel EA, da Silva CA, Guimaraes FS. Catalepsy induced by nitric oxide synthase inhib-
itors. Gen Pharmacol 1998;30:245–8.
Del Bel EA, Souza AS, Guimaraes FS, da-Silva CA, Nucci-da-Silva LP. Motor effects of
acute and chronic inhibition of nitric oxide synthesis in mice. Psychopharmacology
(Berl) 2002;161:32–7.
Del Bel EA, da Silva CA, Guimaraes FS, Bermudez-Echeverry M. Catalepsy induced by
intra-striatal administration of nitric oxide synthase inhibitors in rats. Eur J
Pharmacol 2004;485:175–81.
Echeverry MB, Salgado ML, Ferreira FR, da-Silva CA, Del Bel EA. Intracerebroventricular
administration of nitric oxide-sensitive guanylyl cyclase inhibitors induces cata-
lepsy in mice. Psychopharmacology (Berl) 2007;194:271–8.
Egashira N, Matsuda T, Koushi E, Mishima K, Iwasaki K, Shoyama Y, et al. Involvement
of 5-hydroxytryptamine1A receptors in Delta9-tetrahydrocannabinol-induced
catalepsy-like immobilization in mice. Eur J Pharmacol 2006;550:117–22.
Fernandes M, Schabarek A, Coper H, Hill R. Modiﬁcation of delta9-THC-actions by can-
nabinol and cannabidiol in the rat. Psychopharmacologia 1974;38:329–38.
Formukong EA, Evans AT, Evans FJ. Inhibition of the cataleptic effect of tetrahydrocan-
nabinol by other constituents of Cannabis sativa L. J Pharm Pharmacol 1988;40:
132–4.
Garcia-Arencibia M, Gonzalez S, de Lago E, Ramos JA, Mechoulam R, Fernandez-Ruiz J.
Evaluation of the neuroprotective effect of cannabinoids in a rat model of Parkinson's
disease: importance of antioxidant and cannabinoid receptor-independent proper-
ties. Brain Res 2007;1134:162–70.
Gomes FV, Resstel LB, Guimaraes FS. The anxiolytic-like effects of cannabidiol injected
into the bed nucleus of the stria terminalis are mediated by 5-HT1A receptors.
Psychopharmacology (Berl) 2011;213:465–73.
Hauber W. Involvement of basal ganglia transmitter systems in movement initiation.
Prog Neurobiol 1998;56:507–40.
Hayakawa K, Mishima K, Hazekawa M, Sano K, Irie K, Orito K, et al. Cannabidiol potenti-
ates pharmacological effects of Delta(9)-tetrahydrocannabinol via CB(1) receptor-
dependent mechanism. Brain Res 2008;1188:157–64.
Herkenham M, Lynn AB, Little MD, Johnson MR, Melvin LS, de Costa BR, et al. Cannabi-
noid receptor localization in brain. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A 1990;87:1932–6.
Hicks PB. The effect of serotonergic agents on haloperidol-induced catalepsy. Life Sci
1990;47:1609–15.
Invernizzi RW, Cervo L, Samanin R. 8-Hydroxy-2-(di-n-propylamino) tetralin, a selec-
tive serotonin1A receptor agonist, blocks haloperidol-induced catalepsy by an ac-
tion on raphe nuclei medianus and dorsalis. Neuropharmacology 1988;27:515–8.
Izzo AA, Borrelli F, Capasso R, Di Marzo V, Mechoulam R. Non-psychotropic plant
cannabinoids: new therapeutic opportunities from an ancient herb. Trends
Pharmacol Sci 2009;30:515–27.
Jones G, Pertwee RG. A metabolic interaction in vivo between cannabidiol and
1-tetrahydrocannabinol. Br J Pharmacol 1972;45:375–7.
Kapur S, Remington G. Serotonin-dopamine interaction and its relevance to schizo-
phrenia. Am J Psychiatry 1996;153:466–76.
Karniol IG, Carlini EA. Pharmacological interaction between cannabidiol and delta
9-tetrahydrocannabinol. Psychopharmacologia 1973;33:53–70.
Karniol IG, Shirakawa I, Kasinski N, Pfeferman A, Carlini EA. Cannabidiol interferes with
the effects of delta 9 — tetrahydrocannabinol in man. Eur J Pharmacol 1974;28:
172–7.
Klein C, Karanges E, Spiro A, Wong A, Spencer J, Huynh T, et al. Cannabidiol potentiates
Δ9-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) behavioural effects and alters THC pharmacoki-
netics during acute and chronic treatment in adolescent rats. Psychopharmacology
(Berl) 2011;218:443–57.
Lastres-Becker I, Molina-Holgado F, Ramos JA, Mechoulam R, Fernandez-Ruiz J. Canna-
binoids provide neuroprotection against 6-hydroxydopamine toxicity in vivo and
in vitro: relevance to Parkinson's disease. Neurobiol Dis 2005;19:96–107.
Leweke FM, Piomelli D, Pahlisch F, Muhl D, Gerth CW, Hoyer C, et al. Cannabidiol en-
hances anandamide signaling and alleviates psychotic symptoms of schizophrenia.
Transl Psychiatry 2012;2:e94.
Marchese G, Casti P, Ruiu S, Saba P, Sanna A, Casu G, et al. Haloperidol, but not cloza-
pine, produces dramatic catalepsy in delta9-THC-treated rats: possible clinical im-
plications. Br J Pharmacol 2003;140:520–6.
Marras RA, Martins AP, Del Bel EA, Guimaraes FS. L-NOARG, an inhibitor of nitric oxide
synthase, induces catalepsy in mice. Neuroreport 1995;7:158–60.Martin-Calderon JL, Munoz RM, Villanua MA, del Arco I, Moreno JL, de Fonseca FR, et al.
Characterization of the acute endocrine actions of (−)-11-hydroxy-delta8-
tetrahydrocannabinol-dimethylheptyl (HU-210), a potent synthetic cannabinoid in
rats. Eur J Pharmacol 1998;344:77–86.
Mauler F, Mittendorf J, Horvath E, De Vry J. Characterization of the diarylether
sulfonylester (−)-(R)-3-(2-hydroxymethylindanyl-4-oxy)phenyl-4,4,4-triﬂuoro-
1-sulfonate (BAY 38–7271) as a potent cannabinoid receptor agonist with
neuroprotective properties. J Pharmacol Exp Ther 2002;302:359–68.
McMahon LR, Koek W. Differences in the relative potency of SR 141716A and AM 251
as antagonists of various in vivo effects of cannabinoid agonists in C57BL/6 J mice.
Eur J Pharmacol 2007;569:70–6.
Mechoulam R. Marihuana chemistry. Science 1970;168:1159–66.
Moreira FA, Guimaraes FS. Cannabidiol inhibits the hyperlocomotion induced by psy-
chotomimetic drugs in mice. Eur J Pharmacol 2005;512:199–205.
Murillo-Rodríguez E, Millám-Aldaco D, Palomero-Rivero M, Mechoulam R, Drucker-
Colín R. Cannabidiol, a constituent of Cannabis sativa, modulates sleep in rats.
FEBS Lett 2006;580:4337–45.
Neal-Beliveau BS, Joyce JN, Lucki I. Serotonergic involvement in haloperidol-induced
catalepsy. J Pharmacol Exp Ther 1993;265:207–17.
Nucci-da-Silva LP, Guimaraes FS, Del Bel EA. Serotonin modulation of catalepsy in-
duced by N(G)-nitro-L-arginine in mice. Eur J Pharmacol 1999;379:47–52.
Pava MJ, Blake EM, Green ST, Mizroch BJ, Mulholland PJ, Woodward JJ. Tolerance to
cannabinoid-induced behaviors in mice treated chronically with ethanol. Psycho-
pharmacology (Berl) 2012;219:137–47.
Prinssen EP, Colpaert FC, Koek W. 5-HT1A receptor activation and anti-cataleptic ef-
fects: high-efﬁcacy agonists maximally inhibit haloperidol-induced catalepsy. Eur
J Pharmacol 2002;453:217–21.
Rock EM, Bolognini D, Limebeer CL, Cascio MG, Anavi-Goffer S, Fletcher PJ, et al.
Cannabidiol, a non-psychotropic component of cannabis, attenuates vomiting
and nausea-like behaviour via indirect agonism of 5-HT(1A) somatodendritic
autoreceptors in the dorsal raphe nucleus. Br J Pharmacol 2012;165:2620–34.
Russo EB, Burnett A, Hall B, Parker KK. Agonistic properties of cannabidiol at 5-HT1a re-
ceptors. Neurochem Res 2005;30:1037–43.
Sanberg PR, Bunsey MD, Giordano M, Norman AB. The catalepsy test: its ups and
downs. Behav Neurosci 1988;102:748–59.
Sandor NT, Brassai A, Puskas A, Lendvai B. Role of nitric oxide in modulating neuro-
transmitter release from rat striatum. Brain Res Bull 1995;36:483–6.
Sano K, Mishima K, Koushi E, Orito K, Egashira N, Irie K, et al. Delta
9-tetrahydrocannabinol-induced catalepsy-like immobilization is mediated by de-
creased 5-HT neurotransmission in the nucleus accumbens due to the action of
glutamate-containing neurons. Neuroscience 2008;151:320–8.
Thomas A, Baillie GL, Phillips AM, Razdan RK, Ross RA, Pertwee RG. Cannabidiol dis-
plays unexpectedly high potency as an antagonist of CB1 and CB2 receptor agonists
in vitro. Br J Pharmacol 2007;150:613–23.
Varvel SA, Wiley JL, Yang R, Bridgen DT, Long K, Lichtman AH, et al. Interactions be-
tween THC and cannabidiol in mouse models of cannabinoid activity. Psychophar-
macology (Berl) 2006;186:226–34.
Vincent SR, Kimura H. Histochemical mapping of nitric oxide synthase in the rat brain.
Neuroscience 1992;46:755–84.
Zanelati TV, Biojone C, Moreira FA, Guimaraes FS, Joca SR. Antidepressant-like effects of
cannabidiol in mice: possible involvement of 5-HT1A receptors. Br J Pharmacol
2010;159:122–8.
Zuardi AW, Finkelfarb E, Bueno OF, Musty RE, Karniol IG. Characteristics of the stimulus
produced by the mixture of cannabidiol with delta 9-tetrahydrocannabinol. Arch
Int Pharmacodyn Ther 1981;249:137–46.
Zuardi AW, Shirakawa I, Finkelfarb E, Karniol IG. Action of cannabidiol on the anxiety and
other effects produced by delta 9-THC in normal subjects. Psychopharmacology
(Berl) 1982;76:245–50.
Zuardi AW, Rodrigues JA, Cunha JM. Effects of cannabidiol in animal models predictive
of antipsychotic activity. Psychopharmacology (Berl) 1991;104:260–4.
Zuardi AW, Crippa JA, Hallak JE, Moreira FA, Guimaraes FS. Cannabidiol, a Cannabis
sativa constituent, as an antipsychotic drug. Braz J Med Biol Res 2006;39:421–9.
Zuardi AW, Crippa JA, Hallak JE, Pinto JP, Chagas MH, Rodrigues GG, et al. Cannabidiol
for the treatment of psychosis in Parkinson's disease. J Psychopharmacol 2009;23:
979–83.
